
Forest Service Report Form Instructions


Patrolled By


Wilderness Volunteer completing report.

Dayhike/Camping
Select one. If Camping, complete one report per day.

Date
Day of hike report covers.

Day of Week
Helps verify date. Not entered into database.

Start Time/End Time
HH:MM, using either AM/PM or military time. For Camping, when you consider volunteer efforts to stop and re-start.

Weather
Brief description of conditions: Sunny, partly sunny, light rain, etc. Probably changes through day: “Sunny AM, light rain PM”.

Temperature Range
Approximate over course of day: “50-65”

Wind Range
Approximate over course of day: “10-25”, or use “Light”, “Strong”

Hike with non-Member
If accompanied by non-Wilderness Volunteer: “friend”, “son”. Simply indicates whether you were out alone.

Member
If accompanied by other Wilderness Volunteer(s). List names. Database provides selection list for one or more people.

Starting Trailhead
Select from, or check, list on back.

Ending Trailhead

Leave blank if same as Starting. On back use ”S” and “E”.

If Camping, place same Starting and Ending on all pages.

Total Miles Hiked
Approximate distance for each day.

Trailhead counts
Vehicles include your own and those with trailers. “Not Used” is entered into database as Zero.


If you drive past a trailhead heading to another (Hessie Junction going to Fourth of July), place Hessie Junction in “Additional Comments”.

Contacts and Violations
“# Seen” includes those contacted.


“# Contacted” is anyone who saw you and recognized you as a Forest Service representative. Passing people on the trail is a Contact. Seeing someone place a dog on leash after seeing you is a contact. It would also be a Contact for “Dogs off leash” as they reacted to your presence.

Day Hikers
Everyone seen in IPW will fall either in this category OR Backpacker (overnight user).  In addition check what activity they are engaged in such as (angler, hunter).

Backpackers
Same as above (everyone is either a Backpacker OR Day Hiker).  Also list activity they are engaged in (angler, hunter).

Dogs
Count # seen, and then count the number contacted if any.  Example: 2 seen and you contacted the owner because they were off leash means you contacted 2.  Remember, a contact can be as simple as you being seen by a visitor and them putting the leash on because of your presence.  It doesn’t have to be verbal contact.

Anglers
Count in addition to being counted as day hiker or backpacker.

Hunters
Count in addition to being counted as a backpacker or day hiker.

Horses/Llamas/Packstock
Count animals seen, and count # contacted.  Example: You see 2 horses and you contacted the owner, means you contacted 2 horses.

Dogs off leash
Include in “Dogs”.

Camping No Permit
Camping Permits are required in the IPW from June 1 to September 15. Camping permits are not required in the JPW.  Enter zero in the database.

Illegal Camping
Campsites must be at least 100 feet from lakes, streams and trails. In the IPW, camping is not permitted in the Four Lakes Travel Zone May 1 – November 30. The following backcountry zones allow camping only in designated campsites (Diamond Lake, Crate Lake, Caribou Lake and Jasper Lake). 

Illegal Fires
Campfires are prohibited in the JPW.  In the IPW, campfires are not allowed on the east side of the Continental Divide and around most lakes on the west side. Campfires are allowed in the Arapaho, Buchanan, Hell Canyon, Columbine, Roaring Fork and lower Cascade Creek travel zones. All campfires must be at least 100 feet from lakes, streams and trails.

Bicycle/motorized equip
Not allowed. There is an exception for the owners of Jasper Lake, who use ATV’s on the Devil’s Thumb Trail to perform periodic maintenance to the dam.

Illegal Packstock
Hobbling, tethering or picketing within 100 feet of lakes, streams and trails is prohibited. Only certified weed-free feed allowed.  In the IPW, packstock are not permitted in Four Lakes, Crater Lake and Cascade Creek (above Cascade Falls) travel zones, not on Diamond Lake Trail. 

Fire Rings Dismantled
Number removed. If located but not dismantled, note location in “Needing Maintenance”.  Dismantle all fire rings in the JPW since they are prohibited.
Additional Comments
Any information to be shared, or clarification of above information, not included in next two areas. Include weed infestations and unusual wildlife (bear, mountain lion, moose, wolverine). The database allows considerable comment space. Attach a separate page to the form if needed.

Areas needing maintenance
Document location as closely as possible as “distance from landmark”. GPS coordinates can be provided also. Describe condition (size of tree, safety concern, creating social trail around).

Trail conditions
General used in early summer and late fall to report trail sections which make normal passage difficult. 

