
IPWA Training 2026
Brainard Lake Station

Patrol Preparation

How to plan and 
prepare for a safe 

and successful 
IPWA Patrol



Concept

ObjectiveForecast & 
Conditions

10 E’s



10 Essentials:

Hydration Shelter

Nutrition First Aid

Insulation Fire

Navigation Sun 

Illumination Tools



Trailhead Talk
Before rushing off…stop to discuss the plan, confirm understanding, 
compare notes, and check in with your partner.

● RAW: risks & mitigation; trail conditions, slips, postholing, dogs, afternoon storms, lightning, people, 
animals,

● Conditions: confirm forecast, trail conditions, USFS alerts

● Objectives: destination, turnaround time, communication plan (cell, InReach, radios, e-call box, backup 
notification)

● Personal Check-in: how are you doing? Any issues of note. Are you comfortable with the plan and risk 
mitigation?

● 10E Confirmation: first aid, training



New for 2026:
October Patrols

IPWA summer patrol season now runs from June 7, 
2026 to October 31, 2026

October presents additional risks to patrols:
● Hunting Season
● Winter Conditions



Hunting Season 
Risk Recognition

Recognize Hunting Risk Factors :
● Know the dates, species, GMUs, method of take.
● Recognize prime locations and times of day.
● Understand the CPW rules











Hunting Season 
Risk Mitigation

Limit Risk :
● Limit activity in select locations
● Limit activity in prime hours
● Visibility
● Interactions
● Do not interfere with hunts



Hunting Season 
Risk Tolerance

Shoulder season patrols offer valuable 
information.
Personal decision to patrol in hunting season.
Understand the risks, mitigate them, and patrol 
if it is within your personal risk tolerance level.



October Patrols:
Shoulder Season = Winter Possibility

Shoulder season patrols offer valuable information.

Planning and preparation needs to include the increased potential for winter conditions.

Additional resources and issues to consider:

● Roads: CDOT
● USFS: gate closures
● Vehicle prep: tires, battery, emergency gear
● Avi: CAIC
● Weather: standard sources with additional focus. Understand reduced daylight hours
● Personal: mode of transportation, additional clothing layers, backup in pack


