
June 2022 Newsletter

A Welcome From Our Board Chair

Welcome returning and new volunteers to the IPWA’s 2022 summer season! Snow is
melting, things are greening up in the high country, and we are looking forward to another
great summer season!

We are excited to welcome 15 new volunteers to IPWA this year. We hope they enjoy
many years with IPWA, helping to preserve and protect the Indian Peaks and James Peak
Wilderness Areas. 

It takes a village to organize and host our annual training day, so a huge thank you to our
IPWA Training Committee, returning volunteers, and the Boulder Ranger District for
putting together an informative and fun day.

Helpers included:
Boulder Ranger District: Jonathan Brooks, Mary Kalendovsky, and Jessica Gilmore
IPWA: Faith Overall, Emily Herrington, Reghan Gillman, Yonah Cohen, Peter Fellenz,
Alexa Carollo, Andy and CJ Gup, Fiona Garvin, Janie Stuart, Fred Zapp, Danny
Dawidowski, Bob Lindsay, Patrick Leinen, Marilyn Coonelly, and Kelly Prendergast
 
When you're out on the trails this year you may run into one of our newly certified sawyers
removing trees, our trailhead hosts manning the information table, or another patroller, so
please say hello and introduce yourself! Lastly, don’t forget to sign up for one of our
upcoming trail projects. 

See you on the trail and thanks for helping to keep the “wild” in wilderness,

Kelly Prendergast
IPWA Board Chair



Our new volunteers at the 2022 Training Day on June 4th.
Photo by Alexa Carollo.

Thank you, BearVault!

We want to give a big thank you to BearVault, who has generously donated 6 bear
canisters for our overnight patrollers and our trailhead host program.

Meet Our New Assistant Summer Patrol Coordinator:
Aaron Swain!

The IPWA is excited to introduce our new Assistant Summer Patrol Coordinator, Aaron
Swain! Aaron will be helping our Summer Patrol Coordinator, Faith Overall, manage the

summer patrol program and volunteer communication.

An Indiana native, Aaron has lived in the
Denver area for the last 6 years with his

wife and two cats. He spends his time as a
supply chain program manager during the
week and enjoys live music and spending

as much time as possible in the high
country on the weekends. In addition to

volunteering with IPWA for the last 5 years
as a patrol hiker, he also gives back by

volunteering with the Colorado Fourteeners
Initiative and Colorado Parks & Wildlife. He

looks forward to supporting the needs of
IPWA and helping the organization

succeed in their overall mission.

Mentor Day Hikes

New volunteers are paired with mentors to help guide them through their first season with
the IPWA, but we also group hikes so new volunteers can get to know each other. Our first

event took place in the James Peak Wilderness and was a big success! Thanks to
everyone who came out!

https://bearvault.com/launch/


Photos provided by Alexa Carollo and Peter Fellenz.

2022 Trail Projects

Mark your calendars! We have several trail
maintenance trips planned for this summer and

early fall:

Saturday, July 23: Crater Lakes Trail
Saturday, August 27: East Portal/South
Boulder Creek Trail 
Tuesday, September 6 to Friday,
September 9: RMC Project
Monday, September 12 to Friday,
September 16: RMC Project
Saturday, September 24: Brainard Lake
Tree Clearing Trip

We will be cleaning and improving drainage on



these highly visited trails. 

More information will be available as these
dates approach. We look forward to seeing you

on these trips!

Summer Trail Conditions

Summer patrols have begun! Snow is still prevalent in the mountains, usually until early to
mid July. Be sure to check trail conditions before heading out!

Check Summer Trail Conditions Here

Sawyer Training Recap

This month several IPWA volunteers participated in the crosscut sawyer training outside of
Nederland. Having certified sawyers is a crucial part of our mission, as sawyers help clear
trails of downed trees before the summer and winter seasons. We had a total of 4 IPWA

volunteers and 2 Bryan Mountain Ski Patrol volunteers complete the training.
Congratulations, sawyers! 

Photos provided by Emily Herrington.

Wondering How You Can Support the IPWA?
Click the links below to learn more!

Donate!

Volunteer!

https://www.indianpeakswilderness.org/trail-conditions
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=D72SR7SK5HMBC
https://www.indianpeakswilderness.org/volunteer-opportunities


Become a member today for just
$10!

Be sure to like and follow us on social media!

     

https://www.indianpeakswilderness.org/become-a-member
http://www.facebook.com/indianpeakswa
http://www.instagram.com/indianpeakswa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ1bf5ULBAgPFnFdEyOSD7g

